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Christmas Activities 

By: Ryan Miller 

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year.” 

That’s Christmas, which was established as a national 

holiday in 1870. This is a lot of people’s favorite holi-

day and is celebrated by many. Lots of people only like 

it for presents, though, which is not what it’s all about. 

Christmas is all about the birth of baby Jesus. It’s also a 

time of giving back and spending time with your fami-

ly, even if getting Christmas presents and watching 

your favorite Christmas movies is fun. Every family has 

their own traditions, and so do many cities. In Craw-

fordsville, there are hundreds of traditions. We have 

the Christmas Parade that was on December 1, 2019, 

and Downtown Party Night that was on November 30, 

2019. There is also a light show down in Lake Holiday 

where you can dive through a whole bunch of Christ-

mas lights. If you are willing to drive for an hour to 

Indy, they have the Circle of Lights, which was on No-

vember 29, this year. You can also drive through the 

Indy 500 track though a whole bunch of Christmas 

lights. If you are looking for a real Christmas tree, you 

can drive 10-15 minutes out of town to Oak Hill Farm. 

They are a corn maze place during the fall that doubles 

as a Christmas tree farm during the winter. If you are 

looking for a place to sled, you should go to Milligan 

Park. They have many hills that are big and small, and 

will ensure fun for all ages. Overall, there are many 

places and activities in town and or close to town to do 

during you Christmas holiday to spend time with you 

family and have fun. 

 

 For the First Time in Forever  

By. Halyn Hall 

This year’s 2019-20 musical was Frozen Jr. 

Show nights where November 8, 9, and 10 at the 

Connie L. Meek auditorium. The show had a large 

cast with over 20 students. The cast had worked 

very hard to make Frozen a great show. The cast 

didn’t just work hard, but had fun doing it. “Break a 

leg and sparkle and shine!” Mrs. Swick, the direc-

tor, quoted. The cast started rehearsals in early 

September and ended in early November. “The 

show would definitely be one to remember.” Ms. 

Warren, the choreographer, said. The whole expe-

rience was very enchanting. The show also includ-

ed a few extra goodies to make it even more magi-

cal! These included snowflake wands, a bake sale, a 

shaved ice booth, and a bike raffle! On Saturday, 

before the show, from 5:30 pm to 6:30pm, the cast 

held a snowflake party for the little ones. The party 

included a few activities such as a marshmallow 

snowman snack, crown and sword making, pictures 

with the cast, a frozen beach ball game, and learn-

ing the curtain call dance with the cast. The show 

included an intermission after the iconic song “Let 

it Go”. The show featured 18 extravagant songs 

and dance to go with them! A lot of time and dedi-

cation went into each and every dance and song. 

The cast had many rehearsals in which some were 

over 3 hours. “We’re like a family,” Devan Johnson, 

who played Princess Anna, said. During rehearsals, 

the cast members could always be caught together 

bonding and learning more about their cast mates. 

They were always laughing together, dancing to-

gether, and of course acting together. “I feel like we 

all really grew close as a cast.” Katy Grace White-

cotton, who played Oaken, said. In the end, the 

show was very successful each night, with a total of 

around 860 tickets sold, and the cast had a great 

time performing it. 



Binge-worthy Netflix Shows of  2019 

By Yuryko Martinez-Bolanos 

There are so many different Netflix shows 

right now. There are shows for little kids, 

teenagers, and adults. It all depends on what 

you like. Here are a few of the shows that peo-

ple like to binge watch. For dramas, there is 

The Haunting on Hill House, Mad Men, Break-

ing Bad, and Alias Grace. For comedy, I sug-

gest American Vandal, The Good Place, New 

Girl, Jane the Virgin, and Parks and Recreation. 

For people who are interested in science fic-

tion, there is Sci-fi Osmosis, Altered Carbon, 

Dark, Black Mirror, and Star Trek. For lovers 

of action and mystery, some shows you should 

choose are Chilling Adventures of Sabrina, 

Stranger Things, Castlevania, Marianne, and Broadchurch. For people who like reality TV and documentaries, 

there is Terrance House, Chef’s Table, Wild Wild Country, Rotten, and Making a Murderer. For kids shows, I 

would also suggest Star Wars: The Clone Wars, Goosebumps, and The Magic School Bus. These are some of the 

best shows I would suggest to binge watch in 2019.  
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Blue Krew 

By Sam Rohr 

Blue Krew is our school’s spirit club that meets every 

Thursday at eight a.m. Blue Krew plans the spirit days, 

pep rallies, spirit nights and more. Mrs. Haas is the one 

who mostly runs it with the help of other teachers and 

staff members, including Mrs. O’Neal and Mrs. Wilson. 

Recently, we had a pep rally where the 7th and 8th grade 

volleyball teams played the teachers. Mrs. Haas, with 

the help of other teachers and students, makes every-

thing fun and entertaining. In recent weeks at Blue 

Krew, we have assigned spirit leaders to lead cheers at 

games and get everyone hyped up. At our next pep ral-

ly, we will be having a students vs students dodgeball 

game. On the night of our next pep rally, we will be having another spirit night for the 7/8 grade boys bas-

ketball teams. At pep rallies, students get the opportunity to play fun games and cheer as loud as they can. If 

you are in Blue Krew, you get the first opportunity to participate in games. In the past, we have done games 

and fundraisers. From human ring toss to kissing a sheep. If you have not noticed, school spirit is a major 

part of our school. We enjoy supporting our teams and having fun.  
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Joshua Cup Review 

By Emily Powell 

Joshua Cup is a small town coffee shop in Craw-

fordsville, Indiana. It is located downtown at 111. E. 

Main Street. It is a great place to meet up with 

friends and family, a place to have space and work, 

and just overall a welcoming environment for all. It 

is run by a local church, Calvary Chapel Crawfords-

ville, and is often talked about as being open to all.  

Some unnamed customers have said that they not 

only go for the food and drinks, but just how wel-

coming the environment is. You walk in, and find an 

eccentric and well put together shop, with cheerful 

workers who work hard to provide you with what-

ever you would like. There are many different kinds 

of drinks and foods, and they always have a seasonal drink to offer! There are many options, to fit the likings 

of almost any customer. From teas to coffees, scones to bagels, hot drinks to cold drinks, sweet to unsweet, 

you are likely to find just what you want. Some even say they prefer it over Crawfordsville’s Starbucks. 

While both places are quite different, you just seem to feel more appreciated and satisfied after visiting J-Cup,  

other customers have been heard to say. If you are ever visiting Crawfordsville, and would like to visit one of 

the many one-of-a-kind places in our town, Joshua Cup is yet another to add to your list. You will not only 

be satisfied with your purchase, but the feeling you get from just visiting! Make sure to check it out, you 

won’t be let down. 

  

Diversity In Schools 

By Katie Douglas 

 Did you know that diversity in schools has risen more than five mil-

lion students since the 1990s? You may think of race when you hear the 

word diversity, but it actually has a lot of different meanings. Some exam-

ples are race, religion, gender, economic background, and more. There are 

many different kinds of benefits to having diversity in the classroom. One 

benefit is that it helps students learn about different backgrounds and it 

helps students learn more about others experiences. Another good thing is it 

helps student embrace a new culture and different perspective.   Along with 

positives there also comes negatives. An example of this is cultural identity. 

Most classrooms try to incorporate everyone in lesson but sometime lessons on different countries can make 

students feel lost. When I think about people of diversity I try to take their actions and reflect them on my 

own life. As you can see, diversity can help everyone have a different outlook on life and other peoples 

thoughts. 
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Specialized P.E. 

By Addie Hodges and Gabby Warren 

This year, Crawfordsville Middle School 

started a specialized PE class. They opened it up to 

7th and 8th graders who play two or more sports at 

CMS. Mr. Motz instructs the specific techniques 

that athletes need to learn to properly perform a 

workout. In the class, the students perform 

workouts, such as deadlift, bench press, power 

clean, and squats. Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-

days are the days that students lift weights and on 

Tuesday and Thursday the student get their heart 

rates elevated by doing cardio workouts. When we 

interviewed, Mr. Motz says that his favorite activi-

ty on Tuesdays and Thursdays is “tag, because it 

allows athletes to learn several agility concepts and 

be competitive.” These cardio exercises include bas-

ketball, four square, volleyball, tag, dodgeball, and 

other competitive games. Throughout this semes-

ter class, students are expected to increase the size 

of weights they use and get stronger. To keep track 

of this, Mr. Motz expects the students to record 

their weights every weight lifting day to show how 

much they have gained or lost in strength. The 

goal is to gain weight to show that you have gained 

muscle during the period of the class. Mr. Motz’s 

goals for the semester is that “every student in the 

CMS specialized class will see the importance of 

enhancing their strength and conditioning and to 

see how these improvements positively affect their 

performance in sports.” Specialized PE is a great 

class and it really helps the students learn what 

they are capable of.  

 

  

Fall Carnival 
 

By Emily Weliver 
 

 The fall carnival was October 29th this 

year. It was a lot of fun and there were a lot of dif-

ferent activities you could do. The shaved ice, but-

ton making, ring toss, and the jail were the biggest 

hits, but overall the jail made the most money.  

“The pumpkin bowling because it was funny to 

watch kids roll a pumpkin that is not perfect 

sphere” Ms. Tinkel said. There were a lot of tickets 

sold, roughly 975 tickets. Mrs. Kincaid said that 

her favorite booth was “the paper airplane [booth] 

because it was fun to watch the kids reaction while 

participating.”  A lot of people really enjoyed the 

carnival, and it was really fun to work the booths. 

Most people’s favorite game to play was the ring 

toss. Ms. Vellner’s favorite booth to watch was the 

jail because she liked to see what the people have to 

do to get out. The carnival was a huge hit. 229 peo-

ple went and 134 stayed for Halloween the dance. 

All together the total amount of the money made 

was $1,638.99.  The students also really loved the 

snow cones this year.  In the end, the fall carnival 

was really fun, and the students really enjoyed it.  



The Athenian Post 
 An Interview with Mr. Melton 

By Camron Teeple and Sophie Kirts 

Q: What are your hobbies? 

A: Hanging out with friends, family, and CrossFit. 

Q: What did you want to be when you were a kid and 

why? 

A: Anesthesiologist, I was good at a math and when I re-

searched the profession it involved math, and I wanted to 

help people. 

Q:  Was math your favorite subject as a kid why or why 

not? 

A:  Yes, I was good at it. 

Q: What is your favorite subject in math and why? 

A: Nonlinear equations, they are just not as common as 

most equations. 

Q: What do you enjoy at CMS and why? 

A: I enjoy working with all the faculty here, and being able 

to be involved in extracurricular. 

Q: What inspired you to go into education? 

A: My teachers in high school. Specifically, my language 

arts teacher. 

 

A Q&A with Mr. Callahan 

By Kristen Thompson 

Q: What has been the best part of CMS so far? 

A: I’d have to say it’s the family environment that I feel 

with the teachers, administrators, the front office secretar-

ies, like it feels like a family. We’re close, I think, because 

it’s smaller than past schools I’ve been at, so it’s kind of 

nice for it to be smaller so that I can get to know everyone 

and get to know them well. So, I’d say the relationships 

and the family feel has been my favorite part so far. 

 

Q: Where have you worked previously and what’s the big-

gest difference between CMS and where you previously 

worked? 

A: So I worked my very first teaching job, I was a social 

studies teacher at GreenCastle High School, and then I 

was a social studies teacher up in Milwaukee, I taught 

middle school social studies there for a few years, at New 

Berlin Eisenhower. Then, the last four years before CMS, 

I was a social studies teacher at Zionsville High School. So 

I’d say that the biggest difference now is that I’m building 

relationships with kids in different ways because I used to 

be a classroom teacher, so I would build relationships with 

my students that I had in my class. I think the biggest dif-

ference now is that I’m having to build relationships with 

kids that I don’t get to see every day and that’s sometimes 

a little harder because I don’t see them every day, we have 

to catch back up again before we can do whatever we need 

to do. So, I’d say that’s been the biggest difference.  

 

Q: What inspired you to get into education? 

A: Probably Fred Rogers. So I grew up watching Mister 

Rogers’ Neighborhood and I only realized this recently that 

his whole message on building a neighborhood and treating 

every one like a neighbor and being kind and friendly and 

how far that goes, there’s no better place to apply that than 

in education. So, I really wanted to get into being a teacher 

to apply that in my classrooms but now I’m excited to try 

to apply that school wide.        

 


